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ness, in disobedience to the more refined and liberal
principles of their nature; that in all ages and coun-
tries, in public and in private life, innumerable in-
stances have been afforded of oppression, of rapacity,
of cruelty, of fraud, of envy, and of malice. They
own that it is too often in vain that you inform the
understanding, and convince the judgment. They
admit that you do not thereby reform the hearts of
men. Though they know their duty, they will not
practise it; no, not even when you have forced them
to acknowledge that the path of virtue is also that
of real interest, and of solid enjoyment.

These facts are certain; they cannot be disputed;
and they are at the same time so obvious, that one
would have thought the celebrated apophthegm of
the Grecian sage, "the majority are wicked," Vould
scarcely have established his claim to intellectual
superiority.

But though these effects of human depravity are
every where acknowledged and lamented, we must
not expect to find them traced to their true origin.

Causa latet, vis est notissima.

den surprisals, and of such other qualifying terms as
may serve to keep out of view the true source of
the evil, and without shocking the understanding,
may administer consolation to the pride of human
nature. The bulk of professed Christians are used
to speak of man as of a being, who naturally pure,
and inclined to all virtue, is sometimes, almost in-
voluntarily, drawn out of the right course, or is over-
powered by the violence of temptation. Vice with
them is rather an accidental and temporary, than a
constitutional and habitual distemper; a noxious
plant, which, though found to live and even to thrive